
Heads Up for Fri. 11/4:
The Clubhouse will be closed 
this coming Friday, November 
4, from 4:00 PM onward so the 
staff can get together for a team 
dinner. The building will be locked. 
The Clubhouse will reopen on 
Saturday morning.

I am sure we are united in our 
heartfelt thanks to our outstanding 
staff for their excellent work, 
and delighted to have them take 
this time to enjoy one another’s 
company as the season closes.

NOVEMBER 2022    

Reviewing BYC’s 2022 Financial 
Results and 2023 Budgets (Yes - 
budgets)  
 
2022 Recap

Financially, the Club had a very good year, and that’s true even discounting 
the expansion of the membership cap.  Bar revenues actually exceeded 
the aggressive 24% increase we budgeted for, a testament to the work of 
the House and Social Committees in hosting a number of great events 
throughout the year.  Rental income – all from member and member-
sponsored events – also exceeded the budget.  With a fabulous view and a 
newly designed house, the ability to rent the house at discounted rates is a 
great member benefit

The admission of 15 
additional members helped 
offset some of the reserve 
deficits accrued during 
the years of fire and COVID-19, and also offset the initiation fee deficit we were looking at in 2022 due to a 
smaller-than-historical average number of members retiring from the Club.

2023:  The Year Ahead

A recent headline in The New York Times read, “Inflation is Unrelenting,” and unfortunately, the Bristol Yacht 
Club is not exempt from expense increases.  One of the challenges for the Club is to keep our income in line 
with our expenses, and because most of our income comes from the membership, that requires some dues and 
fee increases.

On the inflation front, the Club now has two, not one, 2023 budgets.  At the spring 
meeting, the membership voted for an increase in the membership cap to 340 from 
325, with the provision that this increase would be reviewed at the November annual 
meeting.  Since we don’t know which way the membership vote will go, we’ve 
prepared both 325 and 340-membership budgets.  
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BYC’s frostbiter racing fleet on the water on Saturday, October 29, 2022 (Photo:  Elizabeth Hanson)
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You are invited to the 

Bristol Yacht Club  
Annual Meeting

Sunday, November 13,  
4:00 - 7:00 PM

No RSVP is required.
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We’ll vote on the membership cap before we get to the budgets, so you’ll only have to sit through one budget 
presentation.

The primary difference is that the 325-membership budget has, not surprisingly, less senior dues income and no 
initiation fee income. That’s because in the 325-membership scenario, the assumption is that the Club will admit 
no new senior members in 2023 as attrition reduces our membership count.  In contrast, the 340-membership 
budget assumes $28,000 of initiation fee income, resulting from the addition of 14 new fee-paying members to 
our ranks.            

Actually, the Club’s increases are quite moderate, given the economic environment.  In the 340-membership 
budget, senior dues will increase by $25 from $1075 to $1100, a 2.4% increase, initiation fees will increase 
by $100 to $2300, launch fees will increase by $25, and there will be a 5% increase in dry storage costs.  The 
325-membership budget builds in a $50 senior dues increase and has the same launch service and dry storage 
fee increases.

You can link to our Financials here.      — Peter Maloney, Treasurer

Come Celebrate and Shop at the

BYC Holiday “Boatique”
On Friday November 18 at 5:00 PM, join 
us for a festive Holiday “Boatique” of 
crafts by our member artisans for you to 
purchase in time for the holidays. 

Live music by Two for the Rhode. Enjoy 
a complimentary glass of prosecco and 
hearty catered hors d’oeuvres.  

The registration deadline is Wednesday, 
November 16 at 5:00 PM.

Register here.

Questions or Comments?  The Executive Committee is hoping to avoid an overly long Annual 
Meeting and is strongly suggesting that each speaker’s time be limited. To expedite matters, 
I’d be  happy to answer any questions you have in advance, and post answers or any 
comments of general interest on our website. Send me an e-mail at petemaloney@gmail.com.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/squnhgdkt41fmcy/Annual%20Mtg%20Finls%20Nov%202022.PDF?dl=0
https://www.bristolyc.com/events/holiday-boatique-and-cocktail-party
mailto:petemaloney%40gmail.com?subject=petemaloney%40gmail.com
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October Highlights
Decommissioning

(Left) Club Flag Officers and Committee Heads (L 
to R) Commodore Joe Whelan, Vice Commodore 
Paul Redman, Rear Commodore Bob Millard, Fleet 
Captain Ralph Kinder, Secretary Roland Gendreau, 
Member at Large Barbara Petrocelli, House Chair 
Jane Guinther, Member at Large Rosemary Alden, 
and Social Chair Carole Mansur

(Right) (L to R) Treasurer and Past 
Commodore Peter Maloney and Past 
Commodores Peter Canzone, Bruce 
Cox, Bob Hamel, Craig Littman, Jim 
Dollins, and Ruth Souto

Team Race  
BYC hosted a team race  
regatta on October 1-2.

The team from the Ida Lewis Yacht Club took 2nd Place. The team members are
John Wallace, Alie Toppa, Louisa Boatwright,Ryan Sinnott, Andrew Sheerin, 

Hugh McGillivary, Jess Deary, Tom Nortier, and Steve Regine

Continued on page 7
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Commodore’s Corner
Many Reasons to Give Thanks
October was a beautiful month. On October 22, Chris and June 
Bjerregaard and my wife Cathleen and I sailed our boat from Bristol to 
Barrington to be hauled at Stanley’s Marina. It was a beautiful sunny Saturday sail 
that felt more like the first weekend in September than the third in October. As we 
left Bristol Harbor, the frostbite series started the first race of the season – hard to 
believe, but here we are -- late fall, and soon winter will be upon us.

There were two nice developments in October for all of us. First, however random, a 
jury found conspiracy theorist Alex Jones liable for defamation in the case involving 
his comments about the Sandy Hook shootings. This is good news for all of us, regardless of our political 
views, as the truth matters -- particularly as our country makes its way through some difficult times. Second, 
congratulations to Andy Tyska and the folks at Franklin Street Storage for the murals painted on the backs of 
their containers facing down the hill toward town. They depict Freedom Riders, are well done and important 
reminders, and create a pleasant view as you drive east on Franklin Street. Have a look.

This month’s volunteer shout-out goes to Dave Guinther. Dave is a jack of all trades. At one point this summer, 
he was out on the docks with a hammer and nails doing a midday repair. More recently, Dave has agreed to be 
nominated for the vacancy on the auditing committee. And he has done a lot in between, including organizing 
and energizing the frostbite racing series. Dave also gets credit for nudging all of us to give credit to volunteers 
at last year’s annual meeting. I have tried to take his advice, hence this part of my article each month.

Finally, please show up at the annual meeting! It’s your Club! It will be fun and informative and is now very 
accessible as members can attend in person or via a zoom call. Most importantly, we want your input.   
    

-  Joe Whelan, Commodore

New Frostbite Roof
Done In (almost) A Day !
Thank you Steve Gardner and Nathan Leiby for 
replacing the very decrepit and leaky roof on the 
BYC Frostbite Shack.  Together they removed the 
old roof, cut and installed a new one, and sealed it.  
Add a couple of hours the next day for a paint job 
courtesy of Steve and Dave Guinther and it was 
ready for launching in time for the October 22 first 
race of the BYC 2022-23 Frostbite season.



- 6 -

Saying Thank You to Our BYC Staff
 
As we move into the Holiday Season, please express your thanks to our BYC 
staff for their many contributions this season by contributing to the 2022 
Staff Holiday Fund. Prior to December 15, send your check, payable to BYC, 
to POB 180, Bristol, RI 02809. Note on the memo line “Staff Fund.” Funds 
collected will be distributed to staff during the holidays.  Should you wish to 
send a special thank you to individual staff members, here are their addresses.

Launch Drivers (cont.): 

James Nott
3 Third Street
Portsmouth, RI 02871

Steven Sammis
110 Pine Street
Rehoboth, MA 02769

House Hand:

Brendan Adams 
12 Opechee Drive
Bristol, RI 02809

Bartenders:

Kimberly Bottomley
57 Belvedere Drive
Bristol, RI 02809

Laura Leal
3 Larson Court
Bristol, RI 02809

Kyle MacGovern
14 Tilbury Drive
Bristol, RI 02809

Meghan Mascola
10 Lugent Lane
Bristol, RI 02809

Stacy O’Shaughnessy
37 Opechee Drive
Bristol, RI 02809

Chief Steward:

Chris Healey 
46 Sowams Road
Barrington, RI 02806

Dock Master:

Peter Turenne
46 Thompson Avenue
Bristol, RI 02809

Launch Drivers:

Adriana Colombo
69 Davenport Drive
Stamford, CT 06902

Brice Giblin
265 Cornell Road
Westport, MA 02790

Ryan Gray
16 Stanton Road
Portsmouth, RI 02871

Claire Grover
20 Thomas Street
Barrington, RI 02806

Daniel Grover
20 Thomas Street
Barrington, RI 02806

Zoe Mouligne
10 Bowen Avenue
Tiverton, RI 02878
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The team from Bristol Yacht Club 
placed 3rd. 

Team members included Alex 
Moreno, Abigayle Konys, Megan 

Roach, Quinn Andersen, We 
Bright, Lexi Pline, Ryan Glynn, 
Ruairi Finnegan, Franco Bilik, 

and Catherine Shanahan

First place went to the team of  
URI Alumni. 

Team members included Matt 
Coughline, Parker Colantuoe, Kevin 
Stomp, Will Connely, Luke Ingalls, 
Mikey O’Flanerty, Dakota Northrup, 
Kate Nota, Delaney Banford, and 

Hanna Scanlon

Continued on page 8

Team Race (cont.) 
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Fall is for Frostbiting

Dock Haul Out
On Friday, October 28, Chief Steward Chris Healey and leaders from the Waterfront Committee, aided by 50 
volunteers, efficiently removed most of the Club’s floats, erected the Quonset huts, and stowed chairs and other 
lawn items in winter storage locations. The House Committee did a great job keeping everyone fed and happy; 
perhaps most importantly, no one got hurt. Thanks to everyone who lent a hand or assisted in the prior planning 
or on-site team leadership. Nice job team! 

On Saturday, October 29, BYC’s frostbiters 
were recapping a 19-boat, diamonds-on-
the-bay day around the BYC fire pit while 
enjoying drinks from the Chartroom. 
Sixteen lasers on the line battled shifty NE 
winds in front of the Club in tight racing; 
only seven points separated 1st-7th place 
finishers. Three Aeros conducted a racing 
seminar in the northern section of the harbor. 
Saturday’s events drew sailors from Maine, 
Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island. 
Racing will continue this coming Saturday 
with a forecast for warm weather (think Fall 
classic rather than frostbiting).

The Frostbiting racers on October 29 included:  (standing) Peter Gregory, Tom Phipps, 
Dave Guinther,  Eric Aker, Paul Keohan, and Faye Flam ; (seated) Liam Gavin, Patrick 

Chokron, Roger Shepley, Judith Krimski, David Ryan, Sterling Worrell, Flip Myerson, Adam 
Langerman, Richard Kelly, and Toni Sacco; and (kneeling)  Steve Kosacz

Picture: Brian Fitzgerald

Continued on page 9
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Save the Bay
On Friday, October 28, Jonathan Stone, Executive Director of Save 
The Bay, shared interesting and wide-ranging information on the his-
tory of Narragansett Bay and efforts over decades to rehabilitate and 
protect the waters and shores of this region. A lively group of Club 
members attended, and the House Committee did their usual fantastic 
job of providing a delicious dinner. Many thanks to Glen and Marcia 
Petaja, who suggested BYC invite Mr. Stone to be a guest speaker at 
the Club, and to our many members who generously donate their time 
and money to support Save the Bay. 

EBSF Updates and  
Helpers Needed
Here is a quick update on some positive things 
happening in the EBSF program currently:

• We have successfully hauled out all the Mercuries, J/22s and powerboats.
• Our prams have been repaired of all damages.
• We are collecting or making sail covers for our currently uncovered sails to maintain their quality/longevity. 
• We are working to update our J/22 practice sails that have not been updated in more than 10 years. 
• We are building an EBSF workbench in the garage, to create a healthy space for both BYC and EBSF. If 

there is anyone who can donate basic tools (such as screwdrivers, hamers, measuring tape, screws/nails, 
drill, wrenches, etc.) that would be amazing! We currently have all rusted tools that no longer function. 

• Betty Brito’s neighbor is donating a refrigerator to EBSF that EBSF students and staff can use for stage and 
ice. We expect this will reduce traffic in the Clubhouse in the summer.

• Susan Grandpierre and I creating standard operating proceedure documents for EBSF, in order to healthy 
boundaries and respect with BYC and EBSF. So far the New SOPs are working wonderfully.

Plus Helpers Needed - Now!! EBSF is running work parties each Saturday in November from 9:00 AM to 
12:00 noon to perform maintenance and repair tasks on the J/22s. If you like messing about with boats, are 
handy, or would like to help keep the J/22s in tip-top shape for all our benefit - they are available for use by 
all BYC members, as well as EBSF students and racers - please volunteer to help. There will be coffee and 
muffins to get the work parties started. In addition, EBSF is looking for volunteers to help with our Equipment 
Committee. We are looking for people who enjoy working on boats or building things. 

To sign up, please email me at programdirector@eastbaysailingfoundation.org.  

Thanks in advance.

- Tricia Sellon, EBSF Program Director

mailto:programdirector%40eastbaysailingfoundation.org?subject=
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EBSF Governance 
and Operational 
Initiative Update

The Bristol Yacht Club/East Bay 
Sailing Foundation (EBSF) Focus 
Group Report, submitted to the 
Commodore, Vice Commodore, 
and Focus Group on July 18, 
2021, offered recommendations 
to the EBSF Board regarding 
EBSF operation and finance. Over 
this past year, the EBSF Board 
has engaged in several initiatives 
responding to many of their 
recommendations.

Governance

The EBSF has formed a 
committee reviewing the original 
Bylaws created in 1995. On this 
committee are BYC members 
Chris Bjerregaard, Paul Redman, 
Bob Millard, Ralph Kinder, 
Richard Feeny, and Lou Sousa. 
One specific recommendation 
from the Focus Group that will 
be adopted is to assign one of the 
BYC Flag Officers as a standing 
member of the EBSF Board. The 
governance committee agrees that 
this will be a two-fold benefit. First, 
it will improve communication 

between EBSF Board and the BYC 
Executive Board, and second, 
it will ensure that anyone in the 
future becoming Commodore has 
a base of knowledge of EBSF 
operations. The committee is 
targeting a final draft by year’s end.

Financial Reporting and 
Transparency 

A committee has been formed to 
look at the current EBSF practice 
of tracking and reporting financial 
data. BYC members Paul Redman, 
Richard Feeny, Bob Millard, Carol 
Scanlon, and past BYC treasurer 
Bob Elder are on this committee. 
The objective of this committee is 
to increase financial transparency 
and efficiency and lighten the 
current workload on the Treasurer’s 
position. This year, for the first 
time since EBSF was created, BYC 
invited EBSF to participate in 
the BYC annual budget planning 
process. The EBSF wishes to 
extend its gratitude to current 
EBSF Treasurer Carol Scanlon, 
who has done a great job over the 
past six years. Carol is resigning 
as Treasurer but has agreed 
to stay involved as the EBSF 
implements the findings of this 
committee. If anyone is interested 
in taking on the position of EBSF 
Treasurer, please reach out to Vice 
Commodore Paul Redman or Rear 
Commodore Bob Millard.

BYC / EBSF
Operations Manual

The Focus Group recommended 
creating an operations manual. 
The operations manual will help 
all EBSF volunteers, participants, 

and their families understand and 
comply with rules and restrictions 
regarding their use of  BYC staff, 
waterfront, house, grounds, tools, 
and other resources. BYC members 
Susan Grandpierre and Leslee 
Lippman are spearheading this 
effort, have been interviewing the 
various stakeholders involved, 
and are targeting a first draft 
presentation by year-end.

Fundraising

The EBSF has always run 
successful fundraising events and 
annual donation appeals. However, 
development has been more 
transactional than relationship 
based. For the past two years, the 
EBSF has been actively looking 
for someone to guide and establish 
a relationship-based development 
effort. Recently, new BYC member 
Paul Norton offered to help get this 
initiative off the ground. Paul has 
significant development experience 
with community and yacht club 
instructional sailing programs, and 
we are very excited that he has 
stepped forward to lead this effort. 
If you have similar experience 
or would like to assist, we need 
additional volunteers to make this a 
successful venture.

We look forward to keeping you 
updated as these initiatives move 
forward.

- Bob Millard, Rear Commodore

Missed it the first time?
Click here to view the original 
BYC/EBSF Focus Group 
Report, dated July 18, 2021

https://www.bristolyc.com/_files/ugd/3f656f_80e118b333264f9b9d40216384ed9cca.pdf
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Have you ever wondered how a particular boat acquired its name?  
Peter Canzone (Commodore  2007 - 2009) gives us the answer. 

Boat: Hope, a 38ft Alerion Express Yawl

Owners: Chris and June Bjerregaard and Joe and Cathleen Whelan. 

Why the name Hope? The answer is best described in Cathleen’s own words:
 
In the rush to get our new boat into the water in June of 2021, naming her was not the top priority. She was 
registered in the Millard series at TBD, but with each passing race week, the listing TBD changed from a 
lighthearted reference to a bit of an embarrassment. Oh well. 
 
A few meetings between the two families that 
summer narrowed down the list but still there was 
no one winner.  One team member -- who had not 
yet had her fill of virtual meetings -- pressed hard 
for Zoom.  Besides evoking speed, what a great 
marker in time? No one else agreed!
 
With an invigorated resolve that spring often brings, 
we returned to our list and finally agreed upon the 
name Hope. Hope, our state motto. Hope, the main 
thoroughfare through our wonderful town. Hope, 
what we all need now!
 
And hope is about looking forward to something 
positive.  We hope we get a lift!  We hope we get a 
puff!  We hope Audacious does not!  Hope is about 
the best that is yet to come.  And that’s what we 
hope!

So...Now you know how the name Hope was chosen 
for the Bjerregaaards’ and Whelans’ boat. If you 
have a name you would like to submit, please email 
me, Peter Canzone, at americanart1@aol.com.

It’s Only A Name...

mailto:americanart1%40aol.com?subject=
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Harvest Ball

Carole McFarland, Nancy Barron, Pat Small, Shirley Slattery, Carole Mansur,  
Terri Hughes, and Holly Knight 

Kimberly McHale Music

Lee Dawson, Kevin and Shirley Slattery, Janet and 
Roland Gendreau, and Peter Dwyer 

Bruce and Diane Millard, Kathleen Millard, Paul and Loren 
Redman and Chris Healey

David Schwartz, Kathy Yorks and Gordon Saperia, Dennis and  
Susan McKay, and Susan and Peter Maloney 

Norbert Lackmann and Rosemary Alden, Roger DeFelice, Elizabeth 
Hanson and her daughter, Jordan Hanson Bartman, 

and Barbara Smith
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Joe and Pat Jablonowski, Max and MaryBeth Taylor,   
Alan Small and Emily Callendrelli

Sherrie and Paul Norton, Harold and Holly Knight, Kathy  
and Mark Rotsky, and Bill and Kathy Toohey

Nancy Barron, Terri and Chris Hughes, Ed and Carole Mansur, Torre and 
Trish Peterson and Steve Barron. 

Joe Whelan, Ken Madeiro and a guest, and  
Andrew and Lois Teitz

(Above) Carole McFarland,  Ken and 
Amy Harris, Marla and Rob Brill, and 

Brian McFarland
(Left) Barbara Smith, 
Kathy Toohey, and Janet 
Gendreau

Larry and Laura Tambascio
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Thank You for Supporting Our Advertisers

The BYC Mainsheet is published monthly. Club members are encouraged to submit story 
suggestions and photos by emailing byccomms@gmail.com.  Editor: Barbara Petrocelli.

Appraise RI • Doug Gablinske 
Residential and Commercial Real Estate 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
doug@appraiseri.biz;  - 401-253-9910

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order • 401-254-1390

Bristol Yacht Rigging 
Professional Rigging and Electronics 
Solutions Located at Bristol Marine
Brennan Hale
brennan@bristolyachtrigging.com
401-200-8585

Paul G. Costa Tiling & Remodeling
Tile, Marble, Granite, Carpentry, Kitchen, 
Bath, Interior/Exterior, Custom Built-ins, 
Complete Remodeling • Free Estimates   
401-578-4186

Coastal Chiropractic Group
Mark Alano, DC, FICPA, CCEP 
Gentle Procedures, Insurance Accepted 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com 
401-253-1130

Ferreira & Grimo General 
Contractors
New Construction, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo • 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira • 401-574-0959

King Marine, Inc.  
Bud King
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring and Diving
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com
401-247-KING (5464)

Kinder Industries • Philip F. Kinder
Custom Boat Covers and Canvas
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
www.kinderindustries.com
sales@kinderindustries.com
401-253-7076

Dawne Nordstrom
Residential Broker/Associate
www.dawnenordstrom.com
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
O: 401-245-9600  C: 401-573-0866

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in Helping Coastal  
Cruisers Sell or Buy Boats
Jim Spiro, Certified Yacht Broker
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com
jim@cybsales.com • 401-258-2625    

To advertise in The BYC Mainsheet, email byccomms@gmail.com.

And so the 
Adventure Begins

Congratulations to Club 
members Peter Dwyer 

and Rosario Romare who 
recently got engaged. 
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