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Boat Flag Etiquette
Flag etiquette has been taught to us by generations of mariners. Although 
not often appropriately respected these days, observing flag etiquette 
honors and supports a worthy nautical tradition. We’ll focus on the 
Ensign, Burgee, and Courtesy flags.

The Ensign: An ensign (pronounced en•sn) is the flag showing the 
nationality of the boat, i.e., the country where the boat is registered or 
documented. When it comes to flying an ensign for US boats in US 
waters, there are two options.

The first option is the US Yacht Ensign. With its fouled anchor over 
a circle of 13 stars, the Yacht Ensign was originally restricted to 
documented vessels. It is now commonly flown on recreational boats of 

all kinds and sizes Never fly the 
US Yacht Ensign in international 
waters.

The other option for an ensign flag 
is the 50-star “Old Glory” that 
everyone is familiar with.

The appropriate time to fly the 
ensign is from 0800 to sunset, 
except when racing, in foul 
weather, or if the yacht will be 
uncrewed at sunset. Most yachts 
fly the ensign from the stern, 
providing the best visibility. The 
ensign can be flown off the stern 
using a staff that keeps is clean, 
visible, and free flowing.

Continued on pg. 4

July Events @ BYC
 
Bristol Fireworks       7/3

July 4th Breakfast      7/4

Bristol Parade             7/4

Commodore’s Cup     7/6

Pirate Day                  7/9

Foiling Demo             7/9 - 10 
Days

Foiling Race               7/12 
Series Begins  

US Naval Academy    7/15  
Midshipmen Dinner

BYC Annual              7/16 - 22 
Summer Cruise

S Boat Regatta          7/16 - 17 

Sea Sprite and           7/23 - 24 
J/22 Regatta 

Women’s Driver         7/30 - 31       
Team Race 
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The ensign can be flown off the stern using a staff 
that keeps is clean, visible, and free flowing.

Students participate in US Sailing’s Level One Instructor Course at BYC on June 5.
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EBSF’s 2022 season  
is in full swing.
EBSF has had a busy few weeks, 
launching boats, training instructors, and 
hosting orientation for the new youth 
sailors.   This past week was the start of 
classes where the program had a full load 
of students that are eager to learn how to 
sail, and who will hopefully continue the 
BYC legacy!  Parents gave rave reviews 
after the first day to EBSF’s new Program 
Director Trish Sellon, mentioning how 
smoothly drop offs and pick ups went.  

- Stephanie Boutilier, EBSF  
Communications Lead 
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https://www.bristolyc.com/events/independence-day-pancake-breakfast-2
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With 16 days to 
departure, the cruise 
guide for BYC’s 
Annual Summer 
Cruise is available .  

Click here to download  
your copy. 

Sailors can also fly their ensign from the leech of the aft-most sail. When flown from the stern, it should be on 
a staff that is sufficiently long, angled, and usually offset to one side (usually starboard) to keep clear of engine 
exhaust and rigging. You can look up the guidelines for the size of the flag relative to your boat at https://www.
gettysburgflag.com/boat-flag-sizing. 

Burgee: A small flag displaying the skipper’s yacht club. A burgee 
may be flown day and night. Per the New York Yacht Club, the 
proper way to fly a burgee is from a ‘pig stick’ at the top of the mast. 
These days, however, most of us have an assortment of hardware and 
electronics on our mastheads that might make raising the pig stick 
to the top of the mast risky and costly. As an alternate, most skippers 
fly their burgee on their lowest starboard spreader. Purists would take 
issue with this, but it’s such a widespread custom that it would be 
impossible to change.

Courtesy Flags: As a matter of courtesy and respect, it is appropriate 
to fly the flag of a foreign nation when you enter its waters. It should 
be flown from the starboard spreader. This practice is particularly 
important for those who sail in the Caribbean, where many different 
countries are represented in the islands.

There is no need for courtesy flags in Narragansett Bay and surrounding 
waters where most of us sail. It is also important to know that no flag should 
be larger than the US Ensign.

The recent proliferation of flags associated with political and emotional issues, though they may be important to 
the skipper, detract from accepted etiquette.

— Bob Hamel, Past Commodore, 2009 - 2011

Correct: American vessel (flag at the stern) 
visiting the Bahamas (Bahamian flag on the 

starborad halyard).

https://www.bristolyc.com/_files/ugd/0099bb_8868f35fe6f34244a5551c54c1c6d714.pdf
https://www.gettysburgflag.com/boat-flag-sizing
https://www.gettysburgflag.com/boat-flag-sizing
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Commodore’s Corner
There is nothing better than kids on boats.
Seeing kids on the water makes me happy.  They are the lifeblood  
of the sport of sailing.  Youth sailing is an excellent way for kids 
to be outdoors, challenged, learning, and having fun - all at once.   

To keep them coming, some fun kid-centric events are scheduled in the coming weeks.  
One of my favorites each year, even before this year, is the Commodores Cup.  We fill 
the boats with kids and people who historically do not race for a pursuit race around 
Hog Island.  If you know a kid, bring them.  If you never race, show up – – in your 
own boat or jump on someone else’s.  It is Wednesday, July 6th.

Susie Holloway and her team have planned some fun days for kids (big and small).  These include Pirate Day 
on July 9, featuring a dingy parade and some very serious squirt guns, and Build A Boat / Float A Boat Fools 
Regatta on the weekend of August 20 and 21.  We also have a full complement of the EBSF classes that are 
off to a great start under the leadership of our new program director, Tricia Sellon.

This month’s volunteer shout-out goes to a non-club member, Brad Haverly – a big kid himself.  Brad is a 
long-time EBSF Board member.  He has worked tirelessly for 20+ years repairing boats, planning programs, 
organizing regattas, and assisting with travel to and from races around the bay.  He has been an overall 
enthusiastic cheerleader for the program.  Thank you Brad!

My final thought for this month is – unfortunately -- a serious reminder.  We have had several instances where 
members have been disrespectful to BYC staff.  Please do not allow this to happen.  If anyone has an issue 
with a staff member, they should address it with Chris.  Otherwise, our hard-working staff is to be treated with 
the respect they deserve.  Thank you, and I know all of you agree.  Enjoy your Fourth!

-  Joe Whelan, Commodore

You are invited to BYC’s annual Pirate Day, a family-friendly event that includes a picnic lunch, 
games, and a pirate ship (aka decorated dinghy) parade with awards for “Best Decorated Ship” and 
“Best Costume.” We’ll start with the picnic lunch, face painting, and lawn games, followed by the 
the Pirate Dinghy Parade and Best-Decorated-Dinghy Contest. Spectators are welcome (you don’t 
need to decorate a dinghy to join the fun), as are volunteers.–

Date:    Saturday, July 9
Time:   12:00 noon - 2:30 PM
Lunch: Hamburgers, hot dogs, and sides
Price:   Adults $10.00, Kids Free, and $10.00 per Dinghy  
             entered in the Pirate Parade

REGISTER NOW

https://www.bristolyc.com/events/pirate-dinghy-parade-cookout
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The Commodore’s Cup - for New-to-Racing Sailors
If you’ve never raced your sailboat before, here’s an opportunity to try. In a couple of days—July 6th—the annual 
Commodore’s Cup Regatta will supplant the usual Wednesday evening PHRF race with a Pursuit Race around 
Hog Island. It’s open to all members and free to enter, but there are some steps you must take.

First, go to the yacht club’s website under Racing > BYC Regattas and read the Notice of Race and the Sailing 
Instructions. Then click on the Registration button and let us know basic info like your boat model and sail 
number.

The race starts at 1800 just south of the mooring field at a line between the Race Committee boat and a big 
orange marker. The RC will calculate your exact start time based on historical data for your boat model. Slower 
boats start first, while faster boats start minutes later. You’ll get your official start time by email and will be 
prompted to start on the day of the race by the Race Committee on VHF channel  71. Then it’s once around 
Hog, cross the finish line, and head to the Chart Room to celebrate.  Note: If you want dinner following the race, 
please sign up here. Pre-registration for meals is required.

The main reason for holding the Commodore’s Cup has always been to give student sailors an opportunity 
to crew aboard bigger boats. The East Bay Sailing Foundation program instructors invite their students to 
participate. The youth sailors are then assigned places aboard boats raced by usual Millard Series participants or 
new entrants.  Details on coordinating open crew slots on that night’s race boats are on the same BYC website. 
So, whether you’re a first-time racer or a Wednesday-night regular, if you would like to host a student aboard, 
check out the email contact on the website.

- Joe Jablonowski, Race Committee

https://www.bristolyc.com/ships-store
https://www.bristolyc.com/byc-regattas-2
https://www.bristolyc.com/events/commodores-cup-race-dinner
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Junior Activities “Done in a Day” Volunteer Opportunities
This year the Junior Activities Committee is working on three events - one of which just occurred in June, and 
the other two of which are upcoming. All of them are (or were) excellent opportunities for “Done-in-a-Day” 
volunteering. 

The first volunteer opportunity just occurred. It was 
supporting family-oriented games and activities at 
the June 24 Luau and Pig Roast. It was a blast, and 
we were so happy to see so many families with kids 
enjoying a get-together and dancing the hula.

The next Juniors’ event will be Pirate Day on 
July 9. We plan to start at noon with a cookout 
of hamburgers, hot dogs, and sides. The kids and 
families are encouraged to dress up as pirates, and 
we will have pirate face-painting and lawn games. 
The main event at Pirate Day is the “Pirate Dinghy 

Parade and Best-Decorated-Dinghy Contest.” The Pirate Dinghy Parade 
takes place in the sheltered water between the BYC floats and Bristol 
Marine. Parents, grandparents, and all family members can help decorate a 
dinghy for the parade ---- and they are spectacular! This is a beautiful event 
to watch, even if you don’t have a dinghy in the contest. We could use 
volunteers for two to three hours starting at noon to help with the cookout 
and run the games and face painting. You can register to participate here. 
The deadline to register is July 6. 

Our last event is the biggest event, “Build-A-Boat/Float-A-Boat,” which 
will take place over the weekend of August 20 and 21. BYC is hosting the 
event in conjunction with the Harbormaster. On Saturday, August 20, we 
will build cardboard boats in teams, including children and an adult, on 
the lawn of BYC. Then on Sunday, the kids will “race” their boats in the 
protected water between the floats and the dock at the new Bristol Marina 
in front of the Harbormaster’s Office. Families and spectators can stand 
alongside the U-shaped floats and cheer their team to victory! We are hoping to be able to give everyone a 
picnic supper of hamburgers and hot dogs. We could use volunteers for either day or both days. Please email me 
at susannah.p.holloway@gmail.com if you want to help at any of these events.

- Susannah Holloway, Junior Activities Chair 

A Friendly Reminder:  BYC Foiling Starts in July

Don’t forget that at BYC we will be kicking off our foil sailing program this 
month with Demo Days on July 9 and 10 and the first foiling race on July 12. 
Learn more here. 

https://www.bristolyc.com/events/pirate-dinghy-parade-cookout
mailto:susannah.p.holloway%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.bristolyc.com/weekly-racing-series-2
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BYC To Welcome US Naval  
Academy Midshipmen to Bristol
On July 15, the BYC House Committee will host 32 midshipmen from 
the US Naval Academy’s Command and Seamanship Training Squadron 
(CSTS). Sailing from Annapolis, MD on four 44-foot sail training 
vessels, these midshipmen with be docked on the Bristol Public Docks 
by the harbormaster’s office. Their vesseles will be open for viewing on 
Saturday and Sunday (Times TBD). 

CSTS is one of the premier summer training programs for midshipmen 
at the US Naval Academy. The midshipmen receive training in ocean 
sailing, seamanship, navigation, leadership, and teamwork.

During the summer, CSTS sends the sail training craft, Navy 44s, crewed 
by 3/c midshipmen and led by 2/c and 1/c midshipmen, USNA Faculty, 
Staff, or Civilian volunteers. They sail to various ports up and down the 
east coast during the four-week long training blocks. Week 1 consists of 
midshipmen training at the Naval Academy. Weeks 2-4 consist of local 
area training and the offshore passage, port visit and return. 

Join us for dinner at this fun informative evening, meeting these young 
men and women who will share stories of their Academy experiences. 
Registration deadline: Wednesday, July 13th at noon. Register here. 

- Jane Guinther, Home Committee Chair

Post Your Stuff to BYC’s 
Club Bulletin Boards

There are now two bulletin boards 
– one on the front porch of the 
Clubhouse and one on the side of 
the Neptune Bar – where members 
are invited to post notices, 
such as classified ads for boats, 
equipment, or trailers. In addition 
the monthly schedule of events 
at the Club will be posted on the 
front porch Bulletin Board and race 
notifications will be found on the 
Beach Bar. 

There is a key hanging by each box 
which you can use to post notices 
on a self-service basis. To ensure 
adequate space, notices should 
be no larger than a small index 
card. To avoid the accumulation 
of outdated notices, all notices 
will be removed on the 1st of each 
even numbered month (8/1, 10/1, 
12/1, etc). If you want to keep 
your notice posted for longer, you 
will need to re-post it. The BYC 
Executive Committee reserves the 
right to remove notices that are not 
consistent with Club rules.

- Barbara Petrocelli,  
Member-at-LargeVisit the BYC Pop Up Ship Store

We’ll be open for business during the July 15 House Dinner 
with the visiting midshipmen from the US Naval Academy.

https://www.bristolyc.com/events/navy-academy-midshipmen-member-dinner
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Update on Bristol and Barrington 
Yacht Clubs’ Joint Prudence 
Property Improvement Project
On Saturday, June 4, the Joint Bristol and Barrington 
Yacht Club Prudence Island Committee assembled 
about 12 members for a site visit and work day at our 
property on Prudence.  We surveyed the property, 
which consists of 3 1/2 waterfront acres, cleared the 
entrance from the beach, and put in some stone steps to 
make access from the beach easier.  

The Committee plans to return later in the summer to install wooden stairs, and we are planning a late summer 
or early fall informal get-together on the property.

Included here are some before and after photos of the access point (much more impressive if you’re actually 
trying to climb the hill), and some other pictures of the property.  It’s quite a treasure, and we encourage other 
members to stop by and take a look.  

The Committee is exploring ways to 
improve the property without making 
material demands on either club’s treasury.  
Monetizing excess land parcels and joint 
ventures with governmental/conservation 
groups are being explored.  If anyone would 
like to know more or has some ideas as to 
how to make better use of this valuable asset, 
please get in touch with Greg Aikman at 
aikmang@gmail.com or (617)458-1903.

- Greg Aikman, Member

Volunteers from the Bristol and 
Barrington Yacht Clubs cleared 
a path and rebuilt stone steps 
from the beach to the open space 
in the property (pictured above). 
This open space is just a few 
steps from the beach.

mailto:aikmang%40gmail.com?subject=
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June Happenings at BYC: A Recap
Gaspee Days Cruise

Luau and 
Pig Roast

Twenty odd BYC boats enjoyed the hospitality of the Rhode Island Yacht Club 
in Warwick over the Gaspee Day weekend, including a delicious dinner in 
their Clubhouse, a catered breakfast, and the parade. Special thanks to Bob 
McLaughlin’s sister Lynn who hosted the whole crew in her front yard on the 
parade route and Brian and Carole Mcfarland who offered the use of their boat 
Rebel to host cocktails.  Clockwise: BYC crew on the parade route; Shriners in 
the parade; and Brian McFarland and Roland Gendreau abord Rebel.  

Clad in flower shirts, grass skirts, and 
leis, 150+ BYCers, including many 
families and kids, enjoyed an evening 
of roast pork, hula dancing, and lawn 
games at BYC’s June 24 Luau and Pig 
Roast. Special thanks for Susannah 
Holloway who organized lawn games 
and make this a wonderful family 
event.  Clockwise: Hula dancers 
show off their moves under the tent, 
aided by hula teachers (From left to 
right: Steve Barron, Riedo children, 
Vivian Oquendo, John Bausch, 
Sophia Marks, Jordan Hanson, Marina 
Pascucci, and Chris Boutilier); Mr. 
Pig keeps his cool even after being 
roasted; the pit crew (from Parella’s 
Catering in Warren) takes a break; 
and King Kamehameha (aka Dave 
Guinther) proudly shows off his broken 
paddle.  
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Murder Mystery Dinner

Junteenth Cruise to Dutch 
Despite chilly temps and ugly weather overnight on Saturday, 
15 boats enjoyed several nice sailing days and great company 
in Dutch Harbor.  Left to right: Nancy Barron, Camille Hamel and 
Arlene Hartwell at a chilly potluck; Michael and Joyce Sullivan look 
perfect as they sail home on Slipaway; and Dave and Jane Guither on 
Skipper’s Gift. (They had just slept abord their boat the night before in 
30+ knot wind and torrential rain, yet they smile!!!) 

On Saturday June 4, 90 BYC members enjoyed an evening of dinner and drama where they solved the mystery of 
the murder of “the Captain” while having a good laugh.  From left to right: Bob Hamel and Nancy Barron are SHOCKED to find 
the Captain murdered; Accusations fly among the passengers and the ship’s staff; Ship’s Engineer (Donna Glavin) instructs actors 
beforehand; and the hansom Captain pauses for a picture with two actors (Kathy Toohy and Kathy Rotsky), both of whom he was 
allegedly entangled with. Wow!!
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Wednesday Night 
Millard Series Racing 
Off to A Great Start
We are now well into the racing 
season and this is proving to be 
a good one.  Averaging about 35 
boats per race night we are seeing 
very good turnout, knowing that 
there are more boats who have 
registered but have yet to join the 
races.  The racing is close with 
mixed results in almost every class, 
and the racers have been enjoying 
beautiful conditions but with wind 
directions and courses that have 
rarely been seen in years past.   
This adds to the challenge and 
enjoyment of the races.   With 12 
new boats in the fleet this year, and 
a total of 45 registered to date, the 
program continues to stay healthy 
and one of the best evening series 
on the bay

- Mark Rotsky, 
Race Committee Member

Clockwise: Audacious, Nemesis and Leaf 
running downwind; The Chart Room full of 
happy racers; and Isosceles looking pretty.

BYC Sea Sprite & J22  
One-Design Regatta

July 23 12:00 PM and July 24 at 11:00 AM 
in lower Bristol Harbor

THE ENTIRE BAY IS INVITED TO

RACE DOCUMENTS REGISTRATION

https://theclubspot.com/regatta/2EjXlXV7JG
https://theclubspot.com/login?next=http%3A%2F%2Ftheclubspot.com%2Fregister%2Fregatta%2F2EjXlXV7JG%2Fclass&success_button_copy=Register%20Now


- 13 -

A Bit More Spiffy
You may have seen two guys from Alico Pro-
fessional Boat Work in Newport re-doing the 
brightwork on some members’ yachts in and 
around our docks. This month, as a thank-you 
to the Club whose members have been hiring 
them, they did a bit of pro-bono work on our 
Race Committee boat, the Herbert Farnum II.

Affectionately known as “The Herb,” the boat 
is a 1985 Seaway 26 modified to carry racing 
flags and a computerized start-horn system. 

She hasn’t looked this good in years. If you see 
them around, please say thanks to Tony and Alico.

Sign Up Opens Soon for BYC’s August Cruise to the Kickemuit River

You are invited to join fellow BYC members on a two-day cruise in the Kickemuit River on August 6 and 7. 
This is an excellent location for folks who are interested in cruising but who perhaps have a smaller boat or time 
constraints that make cruising to more remote locations difficult. “The Kicky” is also a great cruise for families 
with kids as it is not too long and will include many family-friendly games, swimming opportunities, and more.

Located north of the Mount Hope Bridge and around the corner from Roger Williams College, the Kickemuit 
is a peaceful and sheltered harbor with lots of room to anchor and lovely views. Several BYC members have 
homes on the Kicky, including Kathy and Bill Toohey, who have graciously volunteered to host parts of this 
cruise at the Kickemuit Anchorage Homeowners Association (KAHOA) Common Property.

Organized cruise activities will begin on Saturday, August 6, at 4:00 PM with a potluck hosted by the Tooheys 
on the KAHOA Common Property. Cruisers are invited to bring heavy appetizers to share, folding tables and 
chairs, and something to grill if desired. Lawn games such as cornhole will be available, as will pop-up tents 
and tables. 

On August 7, a light breakfast of 
coffee, juice, muffins, and fruit 
will be provided again at the 
KAHOA property. 

Registration for this cruise will 
open shortly on the BYC website. 
If you have questions, please 
contact cruise organizer Steve 
Barron at sbarron0724@yahoo.
com.

Tony Tavernier and Alico Ogarro taped and varnished lots of teak trim 
on the club’s Race Committee boat over Father’s Day weekend.

mailto:sbarron0724%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:sbarron0724%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Thank You for Supporting Our Advertisers

The BYC Mainsheet is published monthly. Club members are encouraged to submit story 
suggestions and photos by emailing byccomms@gmail.com.  Editor: Barbara Petrocelli.

Appraise RI • Doug Gablinske 
Residential and Commercial Real Estate 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
doug@appraiseri.biz;  - 401-253-9910

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order • 401-254-1390

Bristol Yacht Rigging 
Professional Rigging and Electronics 
Solutions Located at Bristol Marine
Brennan Hale
brennan@bristolyachtrigging.com
401-200-8585

Paul G. Costa Tiling & Remodeling
Tile, Marble, Granite, Carpentry, Kitchen, 
Bath, Interior/Exterior, Custom Built-ins, 
Complete Remodeling • Free Estimates   
401-578-4186

Coastal Chiropractic Group
Mark Alano, DC, FICPA, CCEP 
Gentle Procedures, Insurance Accepted 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com 
401-253-1130

Ferreira & Grimo General 
Contractors
New Construction, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo • 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira • 401-574-0959

King Marine, Inc.  
Bud King
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring and Diving
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com
401-247-KING (5464)

Kinder Industries • Philip F. Kinder
Custom Boat Covers and Canvas
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
www.kinderindustries.com
sales@kinderindustries.com
401-253-7076

Dawne Nordstrom
Residential Broker/Associate
www.dawnenordstrom.com
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
O: 401-245-9600  C: 401-573-0866

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in Helping Coastal  
Cruisers Sell or Buy Boats
Jim Spiro, Certified Yacht Broker
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com
jim@cybsales.com • 401-258-2625    

To advertise in The BYC Mainsheet, email byccomms@gmail.com.

Help Wanter: 
Race Volunteer Coordinator
Bristol Yacht Club is seeking a Race Volunteer 
Coordinator. The club has a great team of 
dedicated Race Committee volunteers that 
run outstanding races. We are in need of 
someone to help these volunteers get US 
Sailing certification and help match volunteers 
to needed positions throughout the season. 
If you would like to volunteer please contact 
BristolYCRace@gmail.com.

mailto:%20byccomms%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:doug%40appraiseri.biz?subject=
mailto:brennan@bristolyachtrigging.com
http://www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com
http://www.kingmarineri.com
mailto:service%40kingmarineri.com?subject=
http://www.kinderindustries.com
mailto:sales%40kinderindustries.com?subject=
http://www.dawnenordstrom.com
mailto:dnordstrom%40residentialproperties.com?subject=
http://www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com
mailto:byccomms%40gmail.com?subject=

